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Fire safety of 3-storey wooden school building

- Full-scale fire tests -
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Synopsis

In the Building standard law of Japan, a special building, such as a 3-storey school building, was
required to be fire-resistive from the viewpoint of safe egress of the occupants, as well as search and
rescue by the fire brigades. The promotion of the use of wood in public buildings (enacted October

2010), requires the promotion of research to review building regulations which may have been limiting




the use of wood in buildings, because of the need to reduce carbonation and to encourage sustainable
forest management. With this background, a research project was undertaken from the fiscal year 2010
to 2013. Full-scale fire tests were conducted to assess whether a quasi-fire-resistive wooden building
with supplemental fire safety measures if necessary, is able to reach the equivalent level of a
fire-resistive building, to facilitate safe occupant egress, and fire brigade search and rescue.

Based on these results, the Building standard law of Japan was revised and enacted June 1 2015.

In this research data, the results of following 3 full-scale fire tests were reported, which were conducted
to find and understand important fire phenomena not reproducible by laboratory tests and to verify the
effectiveness of fire safety measures for the solution of fire risks.

The first test (preliminary test) was conducted in the fiscal year 2011 to clarify fire risk and significant
fire phenomena not known or understood in fire research field. The test building was designed according
to the Building standard law of Japan on school buildings without any special fire safety measures
except for the use of 1 hour quasi-fireproof construction for load bearing and fire separation parts, which
are suitable for schools and fire performance was evaluated by furnace tests. Wood interior linings were
used in full-scale fire test building, and also they were tested in class room scale fire tests to measure
fire spread in the early stage of fire quantitatively.

The second fire test (preparatory test) was conducted in the fiscal year 2012 to verify the effectiveness
of countermeasure against fire risks found in the first test to make building standard. Also furnace tests
for building parts and class room scale fire test for interior linings were conducted for safety egress.

The last test (final test) was conducted in the fiscal year 2013 to validate the draft fire safety standard
for 3-storey wooden school building.

As the result of three full-scale fire tests, the validity of the draft standard to prevent fire spread to the
upper floor through the external opening in the early stage of fire and to prevent fire spread by fire wall

was confirmed.
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